Northern New Mexico Haiku

Snowy mountain peaks

Hidden misty valley depths

Morning summit view.

Burning golden sun

Icy bitter snowy wind

New Mexico March.

Spring at last arrives

Snowflakes sprinkling greening lawns

Wind too strong for kites.

Clear dry cloudless skies

Overflowing reservoirs

Paradox of June.

Thunderclouds darkly

threaten but rain doesn’t fall

Dry earth cracks and cries.

Hail like points of ice

punctuates the summer heat

tearing up the leaves.

Golden poplars sway

Turquoise sky befriends the earth

New Mexico fall.

Cold returns with snow

White combines with blue and gold,

New Mexico’s joy.
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Country Style
A collection of poems

Barbara R. DuBois is Chair of the Rio Abajo Poets of Socorro and has received laurels as winner of both the 2006 Amy Kitchener Bronze Award and the 2008 Amy Kitchener Senior Poet Laureate of New Mexico.

She is a widow retired from a career teaching college English and says that she “enters every poetry contest there is.”

DuBois was born in Yonkers, New York, and lived in that town north of New York City until she was twelve-years-old.  Then she moved with her family to Albany for eight years.  She attended college at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, receiving a B.A. and M.A. in English.

She and her husband lived in Ann Arbor for eight years.  They then traveled to New Mexico.  She says, “When I saw that blue sky, I never looked back.”
DuBois spent eighteen years teaching English at the University of New Mexico-Los Alamos, the National Laboratory in Los Alamos, and New Mexico Tech in Socorro.
The English teacher turned poet has published six books of 

poetry.  These include:  A Greek Suite, Country Style, Love Lyrics, Living Well, The Best Revenge, and Peregrinations.


A Greek Suite contains poems that came out of a trip she took to Greece in 1995.  Country Style describes her life in Socorro with its “mud, dust and water.”  The poems in Love Lyrics describe her courtship with her present companion whom she met ten years after her husband died.
Her most recent books of poems describe her prescription for Living Well, poems on revenge (The Best Revenge), and Peregrinations, or travel poems.   

Once a week DuBois writes a poem to read to a friend over lunch.  “I love an audience,” she says.  “I never should have quit working.”

Her poetry is featured prominently on a New Mexico poetry blog at www.gair88.com/nmpoets.  Her poem Women was recently published in the online magazine WritingRaw.com.

DuBois was first inspired to write poetry by her mother.  As a child, she wrote poems to mark Valentine’s Day, birthdays, and Christmas.


DuBois began publishing poetry thirty years ago when she submitted a poem to the Denver Post and received $5.00 for it.  Since then she has written numerous poems, book reviews, and travel articles.  She has also served as the grammarian in the South West Writers’ publication, Sage.

She has published regular book reviews for the Socorro Public Library newsletter, the Friends of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge newsletter, and the Socorro newspaper.

The poet won a first prize in a Michigan poetry contest for “best at humor” and a second prize in a Utah poetry contest.


DuBois has chaired the Socorro Chapter of the New Mexico State Poetry Society for the past three years.  In February 2008, she read at a meeting of the High Prairie Poets of Roswell.  Following that presentation, then New Mexico State Poetry Society President George Forrest asked her to form a Socorro chapter, and she agreed.  The chapter has recently changed its name to the Rio Abajo Poets.  It meets on the third Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. in the library of the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, 801 Leroy Place, in Socorro. 
DuBois has one daughter, two sons, and four grandchildren.  She has one great grandchild and two step grandchildren.  When not writing poetry, she enjoys reading, traveling, swimming, singing, walking her dogs, and driving her vintage Ford tractor.  

The poet enjoys expressing her lively sense of humor in her poetry.  The following is a prize-winning poem she submitted to the Michigan Poetry Society in 2010.  
THE CENTIPEDE

The centipede sounds metric

but he’s not

The system has no feet—

he has a lot.
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