Interview with Gary Stewart Chorre,

NMSPS Member and Poet Extraordinaire

Each quarter the NMSPS website features an interview with one of our members.  This quarter’s interview is with celebrated Albuquerque and international poet, Gary Stewart Chorre.

Bending Trees

Bending the trees, branches and leaves.

Molding desert sand into castles of the mind.

Taking liberties with the plain and mundane.

Weaving a tapestry of words from golden threads

as we created a sojourner’s map of the tempest

that is the poet’s fitful domain.



By Gary Stewart Chorre




Peering Through the Third Eye


Gary Stewart Chorre, who describes himself as an “American Poet,” has published five full-length books of poetry, appeared in more than ten poetic magazines and anthologies, and performed his poetry around the globe.  


Yet the term he uses to describe his development as a poet is his “sojourner’s journey.”  For three years as a young man he walked away from society and lived in his Toyota pickup truck.  He traveled through Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Taos, and Las Cruces making his living by performing itinerant jobs.  He says it was this journey that solidified his career as a poet.

When the journey ended, he returned to his home in Belen, New Mexico.  He indicates that the journey has a “spiritual edge” which is reflected in two full-length books of poetry, Bits and Pieces of a Faint Shadow and Peering Through the Third Eye.  The third book of this trilogy is still in the works.

Chorre’s creative process began when he drew sketches on coffee shop napkins.  He added words to accompany the sketches, eventually eliminating the sketches and evolving into a poet.



….Words of wisdom and pain scratched on napkins tossed





to the wind,




then left on coffee shop tables, as offerings, that others





might gain.




Without a doubt most were lost,




as, on the garbage heap, waitresses did toss




the sinew and blood of one soul’s




lifetime of torture, joy and emotional strain….







Coffee Shop Days:  The Golden Age







By Gary Stewart Chorre







Peering Through the Third Eye

Chorre’s father was a Luiseno Indian who grew up on the Southern California coast on the Rincon reservation near San Diego.  He was an athlete:  a wrestler, swimmer, gridiron star, marathon runner, and track and field star.  He graduated from college and worked as a movie actor.

Chorre’s mother, born in Hamilton, Scotland, immigrated to this country in her late teens.  She, too, acted in movies.  His parents met, married, and lived in Buffalo, New York, where Chorre was born.


When Chorre was three years old, the family traveled to Europe where his father had wrestling engagements.  The couple divorced during that time.  Chorre was raised by his maternal grandparents in London for several years while his mother returned to the United States.  She decided to live in Albuquerque and remarried.   Chorre was raised in a Scot, English, Italian, and Native American environment.


Chorre says he never planned to be a poet.  He attended Catholic and public schools as a child and was not formally exposed to poetry.  He attended Whittier College in California for a year where he played basketball and then returned to New Mexico to serve as Assistant Basketball Coach at Albuquerque High School.  He worked in that capacity the year Albuquerque High won the New Mexico Boys State Championship.

Chorre was a student at the University of New Mexico but did not earn a degree there.  “The greatest education I ever got was the education of life,” he says. 


The poet, in his long-sleeved white shirt and dark slacks, works to make his poetry performances appear effortless.  He is a showman who memorizes his poems, calling on his theatrical skills to make his readings come alive.


“It used to be that the poet could just be a good writer, but now a poet has to be a performer and entertainer as well,” Chorre advises.


“All it really takes is practice, practice, practice, and eventually the poetry becomes magical,” he says.


Chorre has served as past treasurer of the NMSPS.  He was a friend of the late Alice Briley, founder and President of the NMSPS and President of the National Federation of State Poetry Societies.  Briley advised him not to give up on his poetry.

Chorre’s work has appeared in such magazine and anthology publications as Carp, Albuquerque Arts Magazine, Crosswinds Magazine, The Rag, Central Avenue Magazine, and Along the Rio Grande.


He has appeared in featured performances throughout the state of California, in New York City, in Dundee, Scotland, and across his adoptive homeland of New Mexico.











