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The New Mexico State Poetry Society (NMSPS) has embarked on a number of educational projects involving children and poetry this year.  The Albuquerque Chapter under the guidance of former minister Larry Castillo-Wilson and President Bonnie Rucobo began the Children’s Poetry Project designed to inspire elementary-age children to write poetry.  During April and May a group of seven NMSPS poets recited poems and instructed students in eleven classrooms in public and parochial schools as well as two library venues.

Aside from Castillo-Wilson and Rucobo, these poets included:  Princess Ify Achim, Gary Chorre, Debbie Eagan, Ray Reeder, and Allen Roth.

The group designed a colorful brochure that they distributed to elementary school principals in order to obtain an entrée into the schools.  The brochure features a photograph of Castillo-Wilson presenting one of his poems to a Chamisa Elementary School class in Albuquerque and quotes from Mary Oliver’s poem “Upstream” in Blue Iris.

Goals of the Children’s Poetry Project include:

· To inspire and excite children about poetry

· To help children learn how to write poetry

· To encourage children to write about their diverse backgrounds

· To inspire children to love poetry—a love that will last a lifetime.

The Los Griegos library staff designed a colorful poster for Bonnie Rucobo’s presentation of George Ella Lyon’s “Where I’m From” poem.  This poem was also used as a model for three fourth grade classes at Comanche Elementary School in Albuquerque.  Students listened to several poems written by NMSPS members modeled on Lyon’s poem and then wrote their own “poem of place” by filling in the blanks.  The students created both serious and comical poems.  Several teachers assisted the students in writing their poetry.

“The kids have been enthusiastic about our presentations.  We inspired their imaginations and made them laugh,” says Castillo-Wilson.  “They asked good questions about the poetry we read and poetry in general.”

He stated that the evaluations he has received from teachers and librarians have been extremely positive.  He believes that the Project is accomplishing the goals stated in its brochure.

In addition, the NMSPS sponsored an annual poetry contest with one of its categories being Poems by Youth.  This year one of the Albuquerque Chapter poets donated $150 to provide scholarships for ten students to submit poems to the contest without paying the entry fee.

The High Prairie Poets (HPP) of Roswell chaired by Ann H. Applegarth also spent countless hours working with students of various ages.  The HPP was invited to judge the “2010 Poetry Out Loud” competition at Roswell High School.  Winners of this competition were invited to recite their poems at the February HPP meeting.  Poets from HPP were also invited to judge poems entered by Roswell students in the Character Counts competition.  In addition, member Jim Applegate taught a haiku workshop at Roswell High School.
Forty-four Roswell students were named winners or merit poets in the 2010 Spring Poetry Contest co-sponsored by the HPP and the ENMU High Plains Writing Project.  The contest received over four hundred entries from public, private, and home schools.  Cash prizes were awarded to the four winners in each grade division.  Each winning student also received a certificate and copy of an anthology of winning poems.

The fifteen winners of a Kathryne Applegate Award, sponsored by HPP member Jim Applegate, had their haiku published in Small Canyons 5 Anthology sponsored by the Southwest Region of the Haiku Society of America.  Each received $2 as well.  Winning poets, merit poets, and Kathryne Applegate winners presented their poems at a public reading during National Poetry Month.  
