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From The Desk of Bonnie K. Rucobo, President, NMSPS

| weuld lika i report fo you the events althe Fabnary meeting of the Boasd af the New Maxlca 3tata
Foetry Seciely, We dississed and vated on the prosped aof meking & bid te haet the 201 2 converdizn of
the Makamal Federation of S4aie Poalry Societies, ne. here |n Albiequargue. Wa carefully reviewed all
responsas io the sunvey an this subject in the kst Languaga af Enchantmert, and we ihank you for all of
your caplributiors, The upshot of our discussion en this lople was that we have decided nat fo Undestake
spanesing the ratonal confereres i 2012, This dedlsion was reached afler much contzmplation and
debata, |E was based on muttiple Faciore our membaership has diminfeshed canelderably, our incomea is
redused, and the nrumber of mambars expressg an intarest in taking an active arganizing role was miked.
We recagnize that Albuquergue is 8 wonderful vanua for poats and the ars of al kinds, and we voled ta
consider the prospect of hosling & NFSPS conference in 2015 ance we have ehorad up cur membership
[ FT-R

The Board discussad twa couress of actien tat wauld Bereass aur vielbity end Ireelvamsnt
stalewide and beyond. First, we would like t9 design & NM3PE webske so that we can past events, paelry,
and links ta tha WFSPS' webste, Wa hiave formed a committer and are faking bids from three web
daosigners Alsa, in the nest year, we would like fo spensar or co-spansar a day-lang poetry evert wilh ene
ar mare peatry groups fram Albuguergue of Scnose tha sale.

Finaly, | weuld ke 1o menton that | along with several afher NMSPS membare sttanged Do
Remamber Me." a calabrabion of 1he e ef Or. Maleha Baton on Februany 215 at UNKE Etudent Lnion.
Baton, Bom in Pennsyhvaria, Bved and weoad for many years in Albuguargue, She 'wasa 8 pos], playamght,
edusaler, professar, historian, and pheiegrapher. 2he was excaplenel In each of ihese amas. Three years
ago ehe eddressed a NMSPS Annual Meeling, and she afien held posiry warkshops at senicr ceplers
throughout Ehe city, In IMreducing Baton, RiE Foedrel, the organtzer of e event, gazed aut avar the
audienes and marveled et "all the communiies that Maisha walked in.®

The fellowing paem & taken from Skefches, the volume of paelry thal Balon whaba during har Anal

Eness.

& Lef-Handad Black Kid

Sha grewy Up in | Timo when sohoalks did nol bolerads
bfack faks nar kefi-handers,

in @ place whans crange schon) busas Tul

wilh ctasde’ and cryin’ kids

passed swElly throogh comliskds of shiflaned dreams.

Eha was the only black kid in e vzt grada,

And paid S orica.

Cuz & leacha’s hate loms lage

i @ fret-gredie clessmoom

punizhing kaflhanded ways with a refcntess rubkar
and ding pradotions of ftures Tiled with no-gosd man
and back aleys of cying Labies,

And st she wiites with bee befl band
and slnnss har anger in tho right hand
pooket of her magnation.
br. Maisha Balon



